THE BLACK DONORS PROJECT - A GUIDE TO GIVING WITH INTENTION
The Black Giving Calendar

We dedicate this calendar to the ancestors whose names we know and the many
whose names we don't. We honor those who passed the collection plate,
organized rent parties, pooled resources through mutual aid societies, supported
freedom struggles, funded schools and churches, and sustained the artists and

cultural workers who carried our messages. To those who invested in moments

that turned into movements that outlived them. To those whose gifts of generosity
helped create the possibilities we inherit today and the futures we continue to
imagine, manifest and create for our tomorrow.

JUNE 19 &
THROUGHOUT JUNE

Juneteenth Texas finally learned of their freedom, more than two years

Juneteenth marks the day in 1865 when enslaved people in

after the Emancipation Proclamation. As a federal holiday and
a living symbol of Black resilience, it is the right moment to

invest in the freedom that is still being built.

This Juneteenth, honor the legacy of freedom by investing in it.
True liberation is ongoing, built generation by generation,
through organizations doing the work every day. A gift to a
Black-led, Black-benefiting artist, nonprofit, or movement is a

EREEDOM declaration that the promise of Juneteenth belongs to everyone.

ALL OF AUGUST
Black Philanthropy
Month & Black
August

Founded by Dr. Jackie Bouvier Copeland in 2011, Black
Philanthropy Month is the only month dedicated entirely to
Black-led generosity. August is also Black August, a tradition
rooted in Black radical politics honoring freedom fighters,
political prisoners, and the ongoing struggle for liberation.
Together, these traditions make August a powerful time to

give with purpose.

31 days dedicated to the radical act of Black communities
investing in themselves. Research shows Black Americans give at
extraordinary rates relative to wealth. Your gift to a Black-led,
Black-benefiting artist, nonprofit, or movement strengthens a

SOLIDARITY movement and builds power. Give boldly. Give Black.

nORTE Founded in 2020, Black Girl Day Off is observed every

Black Girl Day Off October 11 to encourage Black women to prioritize their
mental health and take a day for themselves. Created to
address the disproportionate health burden Black women
carry, including elevated risk of heart disease, breast cancer,
and chronic illness compounded by racial and gender
discrimination, it follows World Mental Health Day as a call to

rest, heal, and invest.

Rest is resistance. Black women have long been pillars of their
communities while their own well-being goes unsupported. On
October 11, support Black women by giving to Black women-led
mental health and wellness organizations, and by encouraging

REST & CARE the Black women in your life to take the time they deserve.

DECEMBER 26 -
JANUARY 1

Kwanzaa Giving rooted in African heritage and collective Black life. Ujamaa

Kwanzaa celebrates seven principles, the Nguzo Saba,

Season (cooperative economics) is the fourth principle, observed
December 29, calling on Black communities to build and
maintain our own economic institutions. The full Kwanzaa
season is a natural time to direct resources toward Black-led
organizations, artists, and businesses.

Ujamaa asks us to build, support, and profit from our own
economic institutions together. A gift during Kwanzaa is
cooperative economics in action. Support a Black-led, Black-
benefiting artist, nonprofit, or movement and keep our collective

UJAMAA wealth circulating within our communities.

THIRD MONDAY OF
JANUARY

MLK Day: A Day of designated as a national day of service. While many

Martin Luther King Jr. Day is the only federal holiday

Service & Giving Americans volunteer, true service also means investing
financially in the communities Dr. King gave his life for. Black-
led organizations doing justice, equity, and community-
building work are the living embodiment of that dream.

Dr. King said that philanthropy is commendable, but the
philanthropist must look squarely at the conditions that make it
necessary. This MLK Day, go beyond a day of service. Make a
gift to a Black-led, Black-benefiting artist, nonprofit, or
movement doing the daily work of justice. Service is giving.

SERVICE Giving is service.

ALL OF FEBRUARY

Black History /
Black Futures
Month

Black History Month honors the depth of what has been built,
survived, and created. Black Futures Month asks: what are
we building next? Together, February holds both memory and
vision, a time to invest in policy, technology, arts, and
community infrastructure led by and for Black people, and to
fund the organizations preserving what came before while

building what comes next.

We know our history. Now let's fund our future. Every dollar
given to a Black-led, Black-benefiting artist, nonprofit, or
movement this February is a stake in a world where Black
communities lead, create, and thrive. The future must be funded.

EUTTUTE Will you help build it?

WHY STRATEGIC GIVING SEASONS MATTER FOR BLACK ORGANIZATIONS

Studies by Echoing Green and Bridgespan have found that Black-led nonprofits hold
significantly less in reserves and receive smaller, more restricted grants than similarly

effective white-led peers. Giving through these seasons provides what traditional

philanthropy too often withholds: flexible, unrestricted dollars that let Black-led, Black-
benefiting artists, nonprofits, and movements act fast, plan ahead, and lead with

community trust.
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